Bookmarks

2-inch Stickers

•

c re a t e a r a i n g

a rd

h

•

I HAVE A

de

wi t

e

n

p

ts
la n

en

b
s ta

i l i ze

n a t i ve g ar
d

s h o re l i n e s

s ig n
s

DO YOU?

ww

. or
w.bl
ue -t hu mb

g

For how-to’s, blueprints, retailers,
workshops, grants & more, visit
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Design Native Gardens
They are beautiful, easy,
save water & provide habitat
for birds & butterflies
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Filter dirty stormwater from
streets & rooftops before it
enters our lakes & rivers
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Stabilize Shorelines
Roots of native plants are
extremely long so they
anchor the soil & filter
out pollutants as well as
discourage geese from
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Blue Flag Iris Iris versicolor
Height: 36 inches
Flower: Blue
Bloom: June-July
Habitat: Full sun to part shade, wet
to moist soils

Marsh Milkweed Asclepias incarnata
Height: 36 inches
Flower: Purple
Bloom: June-August
Habitat: Full sun to part shade,
wet to moist soils

Columbine Aquilegia canadensis
Height: 36 inches
Flower: Pinkish-orange
Bloom: May-June
Habitat: Full sun to shade, moist to
dry soils

Butterflyweed Asclepias tuberosa
Height: 24 inches
Flower: Orange
Bloom: June-September
Habitat: Full to part sun, moist to
dry soils

clean, shoring up lake front property and adding
beauty to your landscape. These are just a sampling of
native plants that you might choose for your garden:

As more and more developments crowd out native
prairie lands, native gardening offers some of the
easiest, most eco-friendly solutions for keeping water

Choose beautiful blooms
for your native garden

yard to help water soak in makes a difference.

through storm sewer pipes, what you plant in your

Since your street connects to lakes and rivers

raingardens and shorelines with native plants.

Plan, purchase and plant native gardens,

in doing their part to protect water quality.

Blue Thumb makes it easy for residents interested

continues to grow with our participating partners.

created by the Rice Creek Watershed District that

Blue Thumb is an outreach program

Visit www.Bluethumb.org for how-to’s, garden plans,
local landscapers, participating retailers and more.
(763) 398-3070

Space for you to stamp or place a
sticker with your organization’s
contact information.

Easy
Economical
Eco-friendly
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to Leisurely Landscaping

Secret

the

Easy on the wallet—Stop buying
replacement plants, annuals, fertilizers and

Lawn chair landscaping—You
can practically tend your native
garden from your lawn chair–they’re
that easy. Natives are hardy, easily
surviving harsh winters, summer
heat, and even drought. Once
established, native gardens need
very little weeding, watering,
mulching or mowing and so, are
virtually maintenance-free.
marsh ma
rigold

Lush and lovely—Add variety and interest to your
landscape by choosing from hundreds of native
plants certain to flourish in a variety of soil types and
light conditions. Design a native garden
that produces blooms all season long.

Best Reasons to G ro w
Native Plants

Hundreds of years ago, Minnesota was covered in
“native” plants--grasses, foliage, and trees indigenous
to our region. Native plants differ from nonnatives because of their complex relationship with
other organisms, acting as critical components in
maintaining nature’s delicate eco-balance.

What Is A Native Plant?

Imagine lovely landscapes that need little weeding.
Visualize lakefront vistas shored up by beautiful
blooms. Growing native plants keeps water clean,
prevents erosion and pollution, and brings natural
habitats back into ecological balance.

Why G ro w Native Plants?

Design a Native Garden
Does your lawn have “squishy” spots? Areas
where nothing grows? A native garden is the
solution. Check out the Blue Thumb garden
“blueprints” online or ask your nursery for plant
choices of local genetic origin that will flourish in

3 Easy Native G ardens
You C an D o

bees, butterflies, birds and other wildlife,
while discouraging Canada geese and the
mess they leave behind.

habitat as well as nectar, pollen, and seeds for

Kind to critters—Native gardens provide a natural

Eco-friendly—Native aquatic plants
produce oxygen for fish and take in phosphorous,
reducing mid-summer algae blooms and murky,
green lake water.

Control shoreline erosion—Native
plants protect shorelines by decreasing
erosion. Plants slow down in-coming
waves and anchor soil on shore.

Clean water—Native plants help
clean water. They generally have
deep root systems, acting as filters,
collecting dirty run-off from streets
and rooftops, and separating out
pollutants while absorbing water and
decreasing flooding.

pesticides. Once established, native plants need no
watering, saving thousands of gallons each year. For
every lawn problem, there’s a cost-effective native
plant solution.

star

Shore Up Your Shoreline
Is your lakeshore eroding, unsightly or seem to be a
goose magnet? Does your lake water turn green each
summer? Native plants stabilize shorelines and act as
a buffer between your yard and the lake. The roots of
native plants filter and absorb polluted run-off and
excess nutrients before they ever enter the water.
What’s more, native plants anchor soil while beautifying
your shoreline. The natural height and density of
native plantings also discourage geese who prefer turf.
Encourage neighbors to join you in keeping your lake
clean. After all, protecting the lake enhances everyone’s
enjoyment while preserving property values. Go to
www.BlueThumb.org for printable shoreline planting
plans and step-by-step how-to information.

a raingarden. Strategically place your
raingarden on a site that will intercept
water runoff. If constructed properly, the
garden will drain the water within two days. Go to www.
BlueThumb.org for printable raingarden plans or consult
your local Blue Thumb nursery for plant options.
azing
rough bl

run off into storm sewers is by creating

infiltrate into the ground rather than

your yard? The easiest way to help water

heavy rains collect in pools and puddles in

contaminating your lakes and rivers? Do

pesticides, streets, and rooftops are

Do you worry that pollutants from fertilizers,

Create a Raingarden

and providing habitat for birds and butterflies.

your soil type, with your weather conditions, and sun
exposure. Plant a variety of native plant species or just a
few. Then enjoy your beautiful, low-maintenance garden,
knowing that you’re saving water, reducing air pollution

Raingardens

The secret to clean water is in the roots!

A raingarden is simply
a bowl shaped garden
that is built where it will
capture rain and snowmelt
(stormwater runoﬀ ) before
it reaches a storm sewer or
nearby stream, lake or river.
Backyard Raingarden - Blue Thumb

You can plant a raingarden
at home to catch runoﬀ
from your rooftop, driveway
or street. The runoﬀ soaks
into the garden within two
days and is cleaned by the
plants and the soil.
Mahtomedi Raingarden - Blue Thumb

Raingardens are a beautiful
way to keep our favorite
lakes and rivers clean. They
ensure a steady supply of
groundwater and attract
birds and butterﬂies.

Why raingardens?
Properly designed
raingardens:
 Beautify your
landscape
 Reduce pollution
to lakes, rivers and
streams
 Reduce flooding
and erosion
 Attract birds and
butterflies
 Protect fish and
other aquatic animals
Raingardens DO NOT:
 attract mosquitoes
 hold water more
than 2 days
 require more
maintenance than
other gardens
 cost lots of money

Lake Elmo Raingarden - Bonnie Juran

?

Learn more about raingardens at
www.BlueThumb.org.

Square Lake
Washington County

Raingardens
Plan today, plant tomorrow!

The Blue Thumb
Guide to Raingardens
leads you through the
basics of designing and
installing a raingarden
in your yard. $17.95.
Find local retailers at
www.BlueThumb.org.

Stillwater Raingarden
Brown’s Creek Watershed District

Stillwater Raingarden
Middle St. Croix Watershed

Raingardens come in all shapes and sizes, Place your garden where it will capture
and can complement existing landscaping. run-off from your rooftop or driveway.

Black-Eyed Susan
Blue Thumb

Native plants and deep-rooted garden
perennials are best for raingardens.

Native Plant Roots
Illustration by Heidi Natura

Deep roots help to soak water into the
ground and break up compacted soil.

Live in Washington
County?
Get free design advice
and $$ for native habitat
plantings, raingardens
and shoreline projects.
651-275-1136 x.35 or
mnwcd.org/cleanwater.

Monarch Butterﬂy on Milkweed
Blue Thumb

Native plants are drought resistant and do
not require fertilizer or pesticides.

Mahtomedi Raingarden
Rice Creek Watershed District

Raingardens work in both sandy and clay
soils and can also be planted in the shade.

Native Plants

for Gardens, Raingardens & Shoreline Stabilization
Native Plants Moist to Dry Soils - Shade

Plant list created by
Association of Metropolitan Soil
and Water Conservation Districts

Native Plants Moist to Dry Soils - Sun

Native Plants Wet Soils - Sun

Native Plants Wet Soils - Shade

BlueThumb.org

Native Plants - Raingardens - Shoreline Plantings

This is a 28-page booklet
You can preview this booklet on the partner
portal in the “Share Materials” folder.

Common Lake Shore Weeds - second edition

Front Cover

Back Cover

Com

Common Lake Shore Weeds — Second Edition

A
in
an

A Guide for Identification and Control
in Lake Shore Buffers, Raingardens and
any native planting

14855 Hwy 10
Elk River, MN 55330
763-241-1170 ext. 3
www.sherburneswcd.org

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

This 79 page guide provides necessary information for plant identification
and control of undesirable plants. Use of the guide will assist managers of
native plantings, such as shoreland stabilizations, raingardens, filter strips and
prairies. Seventy-one species of broadleaf, grass and woody plants that are
most commonly observed volunteering in native plantings have been included.
For each species information is provided on physical characteristics, level of
invasiveness, recommended control and expected time it takes to gain control of
a problem population. Several color photos are also provided for each species
to show its appearance at different growth stages throughout the season. MN
noxious and invasive weeds are identified and regulations are provided for each
listing as well.
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Fall weeding: Warm season weeds typically begin to
grow rapidly and ﬂower during early to mid-August.
Weeding before they go to seed will help to keep the
weeds from spreading.

Every year, you will need to ensure that your plants
have adequate moisture well into the fall so that they
have a healthy spring emergence.

By the third year, the garden should be well
When weeding, try to disturb the soil as little as
established and will only need watering occasionally, possible and re-cover bare soil with mulch to keep
depending on rainfall amounts.
new weeds from seeding.

During the second year, the plants will require
supplemental watering during weeks without
signiﬁcant rainfall.

Spring weeding: When dandelions turn yellow for
the ﬁrst time, it is a good indicator that many other
weeds are ﬂowering as well. Weeding during this
time is critical to keep the weeds from becoming
established.

Typical weeding periods are in the spring (normally
late May) and in the fall (normally early August).

It is best to water around the base of each plant using
a hose (with light water pressure) or watering pot.
This may be the most time consuming; however, it
is best for the plant, keeps foliage dry, helps prevent
disease, and reduces water usage. If you choose to
use a sprinkler, much of the water will be lost, plants
will not be evenly watered, foliage may not dry and
plants will be more susceptible to disease. If you do
decide to use a sprinkler, water in the morning.

Weeding

Mulch

Blue Thumb - Mahtomedi

You may need to replenish localized areas of
shredded hardwood mulch in your garden every few
years.

As the plants in your raingarden mature they will
take up more space and will crowd out the weeds,
leaving less need for mulch.

The mulch in your garden should be three inches
thick and should be kept two inches away from the
base of the plants in order to promote air circulation
and prevent disease.

Your raingarden should be covered with double
shredded hardwood mulch. Double shredded
hardwood mulch chips inter-lock and will not ﬂoat
when the raingarden ﬁlls with water, unlike ﬂat,
wafer-like wood chips. Hardwood mulch is also
heartier than softwood mulch and therefore lasts
longer.

Blue Thumb - Dakota County

Maintenance Activities

Brown’s Creek WD

Plants compete with each other for nutrients, light,
water, and space. Weeds, when given a chance, will
almost always win. The easiest thing you can do to
keep weeds out is to maintain mulch and perform
light weeding at least twice a year.

Blue Thumb

Remember, this is a perennial garden that functions to keep water clean. Please
do not add fertilizers or pre-emergent herbicides. With the proper amount of
water and maintenance, the plants will thrive on their own. Caring for your
garden during the ﬁrst several weeks after planting is critical to its success.

Young, establishing plants need one inch of water
per week. After planting, the plants should receive
water at least two times per week for the next four
weeks. Additional watering may be needed during
times of extreme heat.

Watering

Blue Thumb - Apple Valley

The following maintenance guidelines and gardening tips will help you
to keep your raingarden functioning and looking great for decades to come.

Congratulations on installing your new raingarden!

Raingarden Maintenance

Yard Signs / Project Signs
Contact Heather Doyle directly at 612-501-2213 or industryelle@gmail.com
There is a discount when bought in bulk quantities.
1’x1’ sign/ 14 gauge Stainless Steel = $40-60 depending on quantity ordered
4’x4’ sign for parks and larger venues in 3/16” Steel= $350
The Blue Thumb logo and words will be negative space
(punched out of the metal sign).

The following pages have pictures of files that are on the Partner Portal for you to
download and send to your printer

Poster
The bottom text
on this pdf is
editable so you
can add your
organization’s
name.
The file for
the poster is
the Partner
Portal. You
can download
the file and
send it to your
printer to have
it mounted
on foam core
or whatever
you choose in
whatever size
you choose.
This poster can
be made in
various sizes,
with easel backs
that make it
free-standing on
a table top.

Vertical Signs/Banners
The file for these vertical signs/banner is online on the Partner Portal. You can download
the files and send to a printer and have it mounted on foam core or whatever you
choose in whatever size you choose.

Partner organizations can download these files (“Display2009”)from the Partner Portal and send to their
printer or they can check out one of these displays to borrow.

Discover the secret to
Leisurely and Eco
Landscaping

Which color will kids be
coloring lakes
in the future?
Lake

The Problem?
BlueThumb.org
Design Native Gardens
Deeply rooted native plants require no mowing
or watering. Currently in the Metro, about 50%
of summer water use is for watering lawns. Blue
Thumb plantings only need to be watered for the
first 3 months until they are established. Plus they
provide beauty and habitat for birds and butterflies.

Stormwater Runoff

Streets connect to lakes and rivers. Leaves
and grass clippings enter stormdrains and end
up in our waters. The nutrients in this debris
produce excessive algae that turns water green.
40% of waters tested in Minnesota do not
meet the water quality standards for their
designated use.

The Solution: Reduce Stormwater Runoff
Create a Raingarden
Filter dirty stormwater runoff from streets and
rooftops before it enters our lakes and rivers. The
Environmental Protection Agency has named
stormwater runoff as our nation’s biggest water
quality threat. Runoff whisks pollutants from our
streets to our streams via storm drains.

Stabilize Shorelines
The long roots of native plants anchor soil and filter
out pollutants. Aquatic plants slow down incoming
waves protecting valuable land from slipping away.
Low maintenance native plants also discourage
geese because they no longer have open vistas to see
potential predators.

The Blue Thumb program
helps you create beautiful,
low maintenance landscaping
that helps keep water clean.
Visit BlueThumb.org for
how-to videos, blueprints,
retailers, landscapers,
workshops, grants, plant
selector tools and more!

The

Magic is in the Roots!

Be a stormdrain guardian and keep your street
clean. A pound of phosphorous found in grass
clippings creates about 500 pounds of algae.

Let the raindrops soak into the ground.
Aim your downspouts towards your lawn or
raingarden.
Plant deeply rooted plants that filter and
absorb runoff. Find out how at BlueThumb.org.
Take your car to a car wash or park it on your
lawn when you wash it.
Explore pervious pavements for driveways,
patios, sidewalks, parking lots and street gutters to
absorb the runoff.

It’s about the future.
It’s about clean water.
Since most land is privately owned,

it’s up to you.

The file for
the banner is
on the Partner
Portal. You can
send this file
to a printer and
have it mounted
on foam core
or whatever
you choose in
whatever size
you choose.
Filter dirty stormwater from streets and
rooftops before it enters our lakes and rivers.

They are beautiful, cost less in the long run
and require no watering after established.

Stabilize Shorelines
The long roots of native plants anchor soil and ﬁlter out
pollutants. Native plants also discourage geese.

for how-to’s, blueprints, retailers and more

BlueThumb.org

Create a Raingarden

Design Native Gardens

The Blue Thumb program helps you create beautiful gardens and plantings that work to keep water clean.

This banner is
59” x 26”.

